The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250
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United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Cliff Bentz
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Maxine Dexter
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Val Hoyle
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Janelle Bynum
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Andrea Salinas

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Friday, October 24th, 2025
Secretary Rollins and Members of Oregon’s Congressional Delegation,

As Oregon community organizations working to end hunger and support food security
across our state, we write with urgent concern regarding reports that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) will run out of funding to issue Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits in November due to the ongoing government shutdown.

If this happens, more than 757,000 Oregonians will be left without the food assistance
they need to survive. 1 in 6 of our neighbors may be unable to put food on the table next week.
This outcome is not inevitable - USDA has Congressionally delegated contingency funds for
exactly this situation. Failing to issue November benefits is unacceptable. Hunger must never be
used as a political bargaining chip.

We call on you to ensure SNAP participants receive their November benefits by taking
the following urgent steps:

Release SNAP contingency funds as required by law.

SNAP’s statute and regulations make clear that contingency funds must be used when
regular funding runs short. Nearly two-thirds of the funds needed for a full month of benefits —
approximately $5 billion — are available through SNAP’s multi-year contingency fund. The USDA



must immediately release these funds and provide guidance to states on issuing November
benefits.

Use available discretionary authority to supplement contingency funds.

Earlier this month, USDA used its discretionary authority under 7 U.S.C. §2257 to transfer
funds into WIC to prevent benefit disruption. USDA should use the same authority, or any other
lawful mechanism, to transfer available funds from other nutrition accounts — such as Child
Nutrition or Section 32 accounts — to support SNAP and bring November funding as close as
possible to the full amount required.

Ensure state SNAP agencies can continue to process applications and remain ready to issue
benefits.

SNAP law requires that applications continue to be accepted and processed even during
a lapse in appropriations. Failure to do so would deepen hardship and create massive backlogs
once funding is restored.

SNAP is a vital anti-hunger program and an economic lifeline in every Oregon
community. By law, individuals and families who meet eligibility requirements are entitled to
benefits. Congress and the Administration have both a legal and moral obligation to ensure
those benefits are not interrupted due to political gridlock.

If SNAP contingency funds and transfers are insufficient to meet need, then we urge
Congress and the Administration to act immediately to end the shutdown without
compromising the health and food security of Oregonians or any Americans.

The USDA has the tools and authority to prevent catastrophic hunger. We implore you to
use them now.

Sincerely,

1000 Friends of Oregon

350 Eugene

A Greater Applegate

AFL-CIO Cascades to Coast

AIM by Design One LLC

Angel Heart

Applegate Evening Market

Asian Community Farmers

Atypical Roots Farm and Freeze Dried Foods
Barry MacAusland

Beaverton Farmers Market

Beavercreek United Church of Christ Food Pantry



Bend Farmers Market

Bohemia Food Hub

Bonanza Farmers Market

Bountiful Backyard - Philomath Farmers Market
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Rogue Valley
Brookings Harbor Farmers Market, LLC
Burrito Brigade | Waste to Taste

Cave Junction Farmers Market

Cedar Mill Farmers Market

Cedar Pines

Center for Rural Livelihoods

Central Oregon for Socialism (COS)

Child Care for Oregon (CCFO)

Clackamas Democratic Socialists of America
Clackamas Park Friends Church
Clackamas Service Center

Coalition of Community Health Clinics (CCHC)
Columbia County Resistance

Columbia Gorge Women's Action Network
Community Action Coalition Klamath County
Community Meal / Wahtonka Food Pantry
Community Pulse Association
Companions of Service

Coos Head Food Co-op

Corvallis-Albany Farmers' Markets
Corvallis Culinary Connections

Corvallis Daytime Drop-In Center
Crosseyed Cricket Farms

Cultivated Roots Farm

Day One Strategies, LLC

Eco Health Coaching

Ejido Oso

Equitable Giving Circle

Estacada Area Food Bank

EUVALCREE

Eugene Center for Depth Psychotherapy
Eugene Friends Church

Faerie Road Farm

Familias en Accion

Family Forward Oregon

Family Kitchen

Farmers Market Fund



Feed’em Freedom

First United Methodist Church

Florence Organizes

Food for Lane County

Food Justice at Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene
Food Pantry Nehalem Bay Community Services
Fossil Mercantile Company

Four Way Community Foundation

Francis Center

Friends Agriculture International

Friends of Family Farmers

Fubonn Supermarket

Full Cellar Farm

GA Rogers

Gathering Together Farm

Gorge Grown Food Network

Greater Portland National Organization for Women
Grow Portland

Growing Ancestral Roots

Growing Gardens

Haven from Hunger

Hereford House Food Pantry

High Desert Food and Farm Alliance (HDFFA)
Holy Redeemer St. Vincent de Paul Conference
HOPE Oregon City

Honor the Treaty of 1864

Hood River Latino Network

Hoodland Farmers Market

Hygiene4All

lllinois Valley Living Solutions

Impact NW

In2Aging

Indivisible Eugene Springfield

Jamie Rountree

Josephine County Farm Collective

Ka Aha Lahui O Olekona (KALO)

Ka Lei Hali‘a O Ka Lokelani (Halau Hula)
Kaleido Studio Architecture LLC

Klamath Interfaith Food Pantry

KPOV High Desert Community Radio

La Cabana, Inc.

Lane Community College



Lane County Farmers Market

Learn & Work

Linn Benton Lincoln Health Equity Alliance
Lincoln City Food Pantry

Lower Nehalem Community Trust
Mainspring

McMinnville Downtown Farmers Market
Medford Food Co-op

Micronesian Islander Community

Milk Crate Kitchen

Murray Hills Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Multnomah County

Murray Hills Christian Church

NAACP, CALC

Neighbor to Neighbor Pantry - Wamic, OR
Nehalem Senior Lunches

North Coast Food Web

North County Food Bank

North Plains Food Bank

Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides
NOWIA Unete

Oregon AFSCME

Oregon AFL-CIO

Oregon Association for the Education of Young Children
Oregon Burmese Muslim Association
Oregon CCPT / AFSCME

Oregon Center for Public Policy

Oregon Chapter, National Organization for Women
Oregon City Farmers Market

Oregon Farmers Markets Association
Oregon Farm to School Network

Oregon Food Bank

Oregon Karen Association

Oregon Latino Health Coalition

Oregon Nurses Association

Oregon Organic Coalition

Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association
Oregon Rural Action

Oregon School-Based Health Alliance
Oregon Working Families Party

Orange Pippins

Our Lady of Sorrows St. Vincent de Paul



Pacific NW CSA Coalition

Pacific Refugee Support Group

Passage Plan Consulting

Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon

People’s Food Co-op Grocery Store & Farmers Market
People’s Food Cooperative
People-Places-Things

PFLAG Prineville

Philomath Pride

Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste (PCUN)
Polk County Oregon Indivisible

Portland Central Kitchen

Portland Fruit Tree Project

Portland Soo Bahk Do

Prevent Child Abuse Oregon

QAFC

Raphael House of Portland

Ready-to-Eat Baggers of Woodstock Food Pantry
Risen Community Organization

Rocky Butte Farmers Market

Rogue Climate

Rogue Farm Corps

Rogue Food Unites

Rogue Valley Farm to School

Rogue Valley Food System Network

Rufus Food Pantry

Rural Alliance for Diversity

Rural Organizing Project

Rural Roots Ranch

SAFES

Salvation Army

Secure Housing and Food for All - UUFC

Seed to Table Oregon

SEIU 503

Showing Up for Racial Justice, Springfield-Eugene
Sherman County Food Bank

Social Justice Advocates

Social Justice Coalition, Central Lutheran Church
South County Collective Action

St. Andrew Catholic Church

St. Johns Farmers Market

St. Johns Food Share



St. Rose of Lima St. Vincent de Paul

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church

St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank, Hillsboro
Su Casa Super Mercado

Sunbow Produce

Sunrise Corvallis

Suseli LLC

Take Root Edible Garden Design

Takilma March for Palestine

Ten Rivers Food Web

The Arc of Lane County

The Dalles Community Backpack Program
The FISH of Roseburg Food Pantry

The Francis Center

The Latino Community Association of Central Oregon
The Radical Songbook

Thrive Umpqua

Tides of Change

TPC Food Resource Community Pantry
Trans Alliance of Lane County

Tualatin Food Pantry

U.Me.Us Food Pantry

Umpqua Valley Farm to School

Umpqua Valley Farmers Market

Unidos Migrant Student Association

Unite Oregon

United Territories of Pacific Islanders Alliance - Portland (UTOPIA PDX)
Union County Progressives

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Klamath County
Unitarian Universalists of Grants Pass Social Action Team
Upriver Organics

Urban Gleaners

Vina Moses Center

Water League

We the Women

Welcome Home Coalition

Westfir Oakridge Local Food Hub

Western States Center

Willowbrook Food Pantry

Woodlawn Farmers Market

Woodstock Farmers Market

Woodstock Food Pantry



Working Theory Farm

WOU Unidos / WOU YSDA

Y Knot Meat LLC

Yamhill Valley Community Doulas, Inc.



