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Jaz Bias and 
Sarah Weber-Ogden
Co-Executive Directors

Dear Hunger-Free Oregon Community,

We are deeply grateful to have joined this 
organization at such a pivotal moment—for our 
team, our community, and the movement we’re 
building together. When we stepped into our roles 
as Co-Executive Directors, we joined a powerful 
legacy of folks achieving big wins for the food justice 
movement in Oregon. On the pages ahead, we will 
reflect back on the successes and challenges of 2023.

At the same time, we are dreaming forward to the 
next phase of our work. Long-term, we envision 
a food system where farms are owned by the 
communities they feed. We see a future where small 
food producers can thrive while growing abundant, 
sustainable food. In this future, that food stays in our 
local communities. It nourishes kids through universal 
free school meals, and it provides accessible, 
affordable groceries for individuals and families.

Together, we are building this future. And it’s going 
to take each and every staff and board member, 
partner, advocate, donor, and supporter to get there. 
Here’s to continuing our shared work to end hunger.

In solidarity,

registrants for SNAP Community Town Hall

new Co-Executive Directors and

lobby days to advance anti-hunger legislation

secured in new state funding for 
school meals

media pieces keeping hunger, its effects, and the 
path to end it in the public spotlight 

partner organizations in our network of 
coalitions

meet-and-greet celebration to welcome them

public universities and community col-
leges provided with SNAP training and 
support

2023 BY THE NUMBERS
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“Food is a human right and a need. Every 
single person on the planet needs to have 
access to food. In Oregon, we have a chance 
and the power to make that change happen.”

Darwaish Zakhil, Afghan Support Network

FOOD FOR ALL OREGONIANS
We are proud to have envisioned and activated the Food 
for All Oregonians campaign, which will expand food 
assistance benefits to those currently excluded on the basis 
of immigration status. 

The campaign built a powerful movement of immigrant 
justice and values-aligned Oregon communities who believe 
that everyone in Oregon should have access to food, no 
matter where they were born.

With the support of the community, 
the coalition will reintroduce Food 
for All Oregonians in the 2025 leg-
islative session. We’re excited to 
return to the campaign as a steering 
committee member, and continue strength-
ening the coalition, building community 
power, and keeping the food insecurity crisis 
in public awareness. 

pledge-signers, from over cities

125+
2,410 125
227
28

organizations joined the coalition

testimonies given in support of SB 610, plus

community-led meetings with legislators



partner organizations involved in the School 
Meals for All coalition

As a result, Oregon submitted a letter of 
intent to implement Summer EBT and 
end summer hunger for 294,000 children. 

when Oregon’s leadership was ready to say “no” 
to millions of federal dollars intended to help 
families buy food, our advocates stepped up. 

30+

AN
D

We advocated alongside a coalition of 30 partner organiza-
tions for expanded access to school meals, helping to se-
cure $17 million for the state Community Eligibility Provision 
incentive fund. After the USDA announced a new rule in 
March, we acted quickly, calling on the state to provide free 
school meals to food insecure families throughout the state.

HB 5014 FUNDING FOR SCHOOL MEALS
WIN: 

can provide free meals for all students 
in the ‘24 - ‘25 school year

3 OF EVERY 4 oregon schools

SCHOOL MEALS FOR ALL
While we celebrate this big win for Oregon kids, we won’t 
stop fi ghting until we see universal school meals for all
students, statewide. Every student in Oregon should be 
able to eat breakfast and lunch at school, regardless of their 
ability to pay. Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon is taking 
the lead role in developing a broad coalition and ambitious 
policy platform to pass a School Meals For All program in 
2025.

LOOKING AHEAD:

“I was the student who skipped lunch because I didn’t want 
my peers to know I qualifi ed for free meals. The stigma is a 
real barrier to access. Allowing free meals for all students, 
regardless of income, is the right thing to do.”

– Kim Leung, Oregon School Nutrition Association 
President, School Meals for All coalition member



We’re continuing to work closely with Benefi ts Navigators 
at colleges and universities to provide SNAP outreach and 
technical assistance training. Through these relationships, 
we learned that the vast majority of Navigators don’t have 
the resources they need to serve their students.

We are advocating in 2024 for The 
Student Emergency Needs Package, 

which would address this issue by 
getting immediate resources onto 
campuses, so that all students 
have the food and tools they 
need to succeed. 

We facilitate the Oregon Hunger Task Force, a body made 
up of legislators, members of state agencies, community-
based organizations, and community members directly 
affected by food insecurity. Snapshots from 2023 include:

Oregon hunger task force

Hunger-Free Campuses Revenue

expenses

$1.5M: $904k new revenue + $637k net assets from prior fi nancial year

Please note that the fi nancials above refl ect the 2023 fi scal year 
(July 2022 - June 2023). 

$1.2M: 74% Programs; 26% Core Mission Support

Admin Support

Policy Advocacy

Oregon Hunger 
Task Force SNAP Outreach

Child Nutrition

Foundation

Government

Earned & Other

Individuals

Events
Corporate

Fundraising

• Full, bipartisan representation across 28 seats
• Increased participation by 15 members
• 40+ signees on a letter to the Governor’s offi ce in support 

of establishing Summer EBT for Oregon’s schoolkids
• Fact sheets published on the status of hunger in every 

Oregon county
Check out our new Instagram account:

@oregonhungertaskforce



Board of directors
Andrew Hogan, Chair
Donalda Dodson, Treasurer 
Tracey Henkels

Interested in joining the board? 
Email andrew@oregonhunger.org

Staff

Welcoming new leadership
Ames Kessler-Templin 
	 Legislative Strategist
Angelita Morillo 
	 Policy Advocate
Charlie Krouse
          Community Organizer
Chris Baker 
	 Legislative Strategist
	 Administrator, Oregon Hunger Task Force 
David Wieland
 	 Policy Advocate
Jacki Ward Kehrwald 
	 Communications Lead
Jaz Bias
	 Co-Executive Director
Mara Hussey
	 Grants and Appeals Lead
Mariane Germond 
	 Operations Lead
Meg Schenk
	 Individual and Corporate Giving Lead 
Sarah Weber-Ogden 
	 Co-Executive Director  

Implementing a shared leadership model is no small feat! 
We had the great joy of gathering in community last fall 
to welcome our new Co-Executive Directors, Jaz Bias and 
Sarah Weber-Ogden. This marked the culmination of a 
years-long restructuring process to bring the organization 
into greater alignment with our values.



Food  is  a 
human right
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